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Call for
empowering rural
women to meet...

Continued from page 13

women in agriculture, enter-
prise and community devel

opment.

She also stressed the im-
portance of developing full
value chains, and equipping
rural women with the knowl.
adge and capadty to meet
European Undon export stan-
dards, positioning Pakistan
for greater international
competitiveness.

Sindh  Minister for

Women Development Sha-
heena Sher Ali delivered an

“The women of Sinvdh are not
waiting for change — they
are leading it. When we in-
vest in women, we invest in
families, in communities, and
in the future of Pakistan,”

She said that through col-
laboration with the federal
government and initiatives
like GRASF, we can ensure
that rural women are no
longerleft behind.

She added a crucial di-

mension to the conversation

by emphasising the role of
men: *We must also educate
and empower our men — fa-
thers, brothers and hushands
= who often play a pivotal
role in supporting their
danghters and families.”
She pointed out that
there are many unsung he-
roes who have stood up to
feudal systems and Jingas,
challenging regressive norms
s0 their daughters can go to
school, run businesses and

and they too deserve our
recognition and support as
allies in this movement for
gender equity.”

In his concluding re
marks, Khichi praised the col-
lective efforts and reaffirmed
the federal government's

copunitment o women's de-
velopment. “We will provide
every necessary facility and
extend full support at federal
level to help the women of
our country thrive.”
I-Ieudﬂmlhenhsto
the panellists, and
the contributions of Sha-
heena, it is clear we are on
the right path. *What is
needed now is sustained na-
tional support, and in doing
s0, we will unlock farreach-
ing benefits for our country.”

Sindhs legacy
Khichi also called on
Sindh Governor Kamrmn

Joumey. Khan Tessori at the Governor

House. The meeting included
a detalled discussion on the
preservation of national her
itage, the establishment of
cultural centres and muse-
wmns, and enhancing cultural
cooperation with the federal

government.

Tessori said Sindh's cul-
ture is a shining aspect of the
nation's identity, and practical
steps are being taken 1o pre
serve it. He sald national her
itage is not only a memory of
the past but also a beacon for
the future.

He emphasised that
Quaid.e-Azam's office and
personal belongings pre-
served at the Governor
House are treated with great
reverence as part of the na-
tional heritage. He pointed
out that the Govermor House
is not merely a building but a
and public engagement, and
renuins open to all

The federal minister
noted that Sindh’s civilisa-
tional legacy is a valuable
asset of Pakistan, and high-
lighted the importance of
promoting the ideology,
simplicity and principled
leadership of the nation's
founder for guiding future
generations.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/karachi/22-05-2025/pagel4
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Women driving
force behind national
development

Our correspondent

Istamabad

Role of women in the devel-
opment of any country is piv-
otal and no economy can
reach its true potential with-
out fully engaging the talent,
leadership, and resilience of
its women-whether in cities,
villages, or fields.

This was stated by Fed-
eml Minister for National
Heritage and Culture Au-
rangzeb Khan at an event ti-
tled 'Building a Sustainable
Ecosystemn for Women En-
trepreneurs’ and "Women in
Agriculture: Leadership, In-

novation & Impact” under the
Growth for Rural Advance
ment  and  Sustainable
Progress (GRASP).

Aurangzeb highlighted
that women in Pakistan are
not just caretakers of
homes but also vital con-
tributors to agriculture, ed-
ucation, health care and en-
trepreneurship, adding that
the increasing participation
of women in arts, culture,
and heritage preservation
are a sign of a vibrant and
evolving society.

The Minister further
stressed the need for poli-
cies that ensure equal op-

portunities for women in
every sphere of life. "Em-
powering women through
education, skill develop-
ment, and leadership roles is
not a choice-it is & neces.
sity,” he emphasised. He
stated that nation's strength
lies in the inclusion of all its
citizens, adding that when
women thrive, families pros-
per, communities grow
stronger, and nations rise.
The event brought to-
gether federal and Sindh gov-
ernment leaders of develop-
ment organizations, financial
institutions, private sector ac-
tors, and grassroots represen-

theNewsinternational (C) thenewspak W thenews_intl

tatives to drive forward a erment starts from the
shared agenda focused on ground up. At PPAF, our
Women's economic empow- core mission is to build the
erment, sustainable innova- capacity of women at the
tion, and inclusive growth.  community level, ensuring

Nadir Gul Brech, CEO of they are not just included,
PPAE, underlined the impor- but leading sustainable de-
tance of grassroots empow: velopment. Their potential is
erment. "Economic empow-  our greatest untapped asset.”

AVAILABLE
AT ALL
LEADING
BOOK
STALLS
ACROSS
THE
COUNTRY
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“Life is ours to be spent, not to be saved.’

D. H. Lawrence

Eyes & Ears of Pakistan

Terrorist attack on school bus condemned

overnor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karin Kundi, on Wednesday st

1 ly condemned the cowardly terrorist attack on a school bus in Ithumdar
AL area of Balochistan, reportedly carried out by Indian-backed militants.
* The tragic assault anhcdlu the martyrdom of innocent children and left many

others injured.
!mﬁh‘dwpsrldandwmwmﬂhehm nfyw:qllmawrrnnr Kun-

di said, “Attacking a schoaol bus and
cowardly and inhumane act.” He extended heartfelt onmdolt-meswtlw families

of the mna“ A solidarity with the b ) during this difficult
] rnor alsa offered prayers for the swift of the injurcd
dnlidm and reaffirmed that mmmm natlon s:nds unit
against terrorism. “Such desplcable acts are part of a malicious racy to
destabilize Pakistan, but the will never ) 'umﬂ?w

Leaders, change-makers
join forces for women
empowerment through SMEs

Starr Rerontie
Karaci
n a significant step to-

wlw.‘!l-er in cities, villages,
or fickds,” e remarked.
Nadir Gul Brech,
of PPAF, underlined the
importance of Rrassroots

Iwaﬂls strengthening
gender-inclusi de-

velopment at the provin:
cial level, two seminars
“Building a Susuim:u-
em tor Women En-
l&wy“mpms' and “Wom-
en in Agriculture: Leader
ship, Innovation & Impact”
were comvened in Karachi
under the EU-funded The
Growth for Rural Advance-
ment and Sustainable Pro-
‘l1|£-G wm}t brought
L 3
together federal  and

ic empowernment starts
from the ground up. At
PPAF, our core mission
i% to bulld the capacity of
women at the commue-
nity level, ensuring they
are not just included, but
leading sustainable devel-
opment. Thelr potential
is our greatest untapped
asser”

Focusing on_agricul-

inta the design, Acting
delivery, and  direction
of every policy. from ag-
rleulture to innovation
and from finance to gov-
crnance,

Ms. Tanzila Ume Ha-
biba, ialist Advisor
to Chief Minister Sindh
reinforced the need for
Institutional  alignment
and policy accountabil-
ity.
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Islamabad, Kabul...
From Page |

Deputy Prime Minister lshagq
Dar was in China on a three
day visit for trilateral talks
with Chinese Forvign Minis-
|rrw Yiand Afghanistan's
Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqiin Beijing,
Ikt and Kabul had

a5 500N a5 Poss|
muuan«mmm
Muttagiand Dar.

Currently, both countries
are represented by chargé
dallaires, as full ambassa
dorial pastings had been
stalled amid steained ties,

and Road Initiative and
extend the China-Pakistan
Econemic Corridor 10 Al
ghanistan” The Belt and
Road Initiative, also known
asthe One Belt One Road or
the New Silk Road, is Chi-
na's large-scale infrastruc
ture development project
aimed at connecting the
world through Lind and
seatrade routes. itinvolves
investing in infrastructure
like ports, railways, roads,
and energy projects in over
150 countries. CPEC s a
flagship of the BRI scheme  was
under which China has

tureasa pillar of'
Ie and social resilience,
Sardar Mul ’

I:‘mincial
aders, ment or
ganizations, financial in-
stitutions, private sector
actors, and grassroots
representatives to drive
forward a shared agen-
da focused on women's
coonomic
sustainable  innovation,
and inclusive h.

Olmmst ""ﬁ:

llnnal lh'duw' and Cul-
ture, Mre: Aurangach Khan,
emphasizd  the  pivotal
role of women in national 2
progress. “Women are oen-
tral to Pakistan’s future. No
economy can reach its po-
tential without fully engag:
ing the talent, keadership,

Minister of Agriculture,
highlighted  the  trans
formative impact of em-
powering rural women.
“Women have always
been the quiet foree be-
hind agriculture, Now

ent, its time we equip them

with the tools, rights,
and recognition to lead,

— However, following the Bel-  pledged over $60 billion In

Military...  jingtalks,both 1 encrgy, in-

F Pa 2 1 have shown a remewed dustrial and agricultural
rom Page willingness 1o enhance in Pakistan,

He added that a nuckear coiv  diplomatic engagement by 2 statement on Wednes-

flict could bead to mutual de-  appointing permanent am- mmm;wom

struction for both i b jors in Islamabad and  said it “welcomed positive

“Pakistan desines peace, but il Kabul. momentum n bilateral thes,

Bux, awar isimpaosid, then weane

every ready.” said the military
spokespirson.
He dm India’s “arvo-

Acoeding 1o sources fa-
miliar with the matter, the
agreement marks a key step
toward relwilding trust and

pance” by a narra-
mdwtﬂwum the two
countries, He added that a dis-

;lrdmmmﬂmdd el

ignited st any moment.
To a uestion roganding the
of 3 nucear con-

especially in a changing
climate and cvelving
economy.”
Speaking  on  the
broader  development
\f'mla. the Minister for
omen  and  Develop-
ment stated, “We must

move beyond  symbol-
ic pestures,  Inclusion
means bedding

hlﬂhﬂm:ﬂthAm
nations, the DG 1SPR replied
that India &5 “playing with fiee*
Uuﬂ:;lu'lh l-lal hat
or said o
Pakistan has reacted with
preat maturity and has pre-
vented the situation from

mproving bilateral cooper-
ation on critical issues such
s border socurity, trade, and
gee management.
Both Pakistan and A
istan plan to upgrade diplo-
matic thes and will work to
extend the China-Pakistan

ing between
Istamohad and the Afghan
Taliban administration.
The two countries denry

o In
dm.\l-plmnwaaldstm"
in the Pahal

https://epaper.pakobserver.net/pages.php?station_id=1&page_id=26096&date=2025-05-22

attack, he saidthat they would

willingness  to
w.nlrun Jewed of thedr dip-
lomatie relations, Waag said

including enhanced diplo-
matic engagement, trade,
and transit  facilitation,”
Afghanistan's  acting for-

Rescue 1122
launches
heatwave
awareness
campaign

CHARSADDA

Tr Emengency  Ser
vice, Rescue 1122
on Wednes-day

Lwnched a dmnpm
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Terrorists martyr 6...
From Page 1

media wing, in a statement,
saidk “In yet another cows
ardly and ghastly attack
planned and orchestrated
by [the] terrorist state of
India and executed by its
proxies in Balochistan, [an]
innecent school-going chil
dren bus was targeted in
Khuxieclar”

The ISPR said that after
having miserably failed
on the battlefield, through

these most helmous amd

« to
protect citizens from the
4 of the -

heatwave, The campalgn
was belng carried out un-
dor the directives of Direc
tor General Rescue K
Pakhitunkhwa Shah
and Director of jons
Dr: Mir Alam, with District
Emergency  Officer  Adil
Shah leading the initiative.
As part of the cam-
g:lgn, residents  were
ing edu-cated on essen-
tial safety precautions to
avoid heat-related iliness-
s These include staying

cign minister
the importance of political
and  cconomic  relations  sun

g un-
nocessa %ﬂmm tothe

dly such like acts,
Indian proxies have been
unleashed to spread terror
and unrest in Balochistan
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Having failed following Op-
eration  Bunyan-um-Mar-
so0s and being hunted by
military and law enforee.
ment agencies, the ISPR
said, Ihcwhl‘ndlan terror
proxies are being em
as a state tool by Inm
foment lcrrori;t;l In Paki-
stan against soft targets
such as (nnooent rhlm
and civilians. *[The] use of
terrorism as a state policy
by the Indian political gov-

with both s and
expresseed for further
PIOgress in arcas in
the future.”

During, the talks, China amd
:_.'lll.‘l.ﬁ'in voloed support

Army denies..
From Page 8

and are part of a coondinat:
for nid'n‘ld:mﬁmm

r:!lulﬂh@auun,arﬂ curity

mnmunqdmdhm&a
|l said in mipumr to these

nintsters also discussed

!ﬂtnths was prompt!
inm Tnitial fndings have

Bl

reflective of their low ma-
rality and disregard for ba-
sle human norms,” the ISPR
noted. Planners, abettors,
and cxecutors of this cow-
ardly  Indian-sponsored
ar:lxlf wlﬂh‘huo\cﬁgo\;’n
a rought to justice, 2
the heinous face of India
will be exposed in front of
the entire world.
“Pakistan Armed  Forc-
es, with the support of a
brave Pakistani  nation,
stand united 1o uproot

also reminded the Afghan
interim government that
its territory was repeated-
Iy lmng used against Paki-

'Tl.'rrunsl.s are  proxies
of India,” the Bulmlnslan
chiel minister reiterated.
He called on the public to
understand the war on ter-
rorism and warned against
mislabelling terrorism and
violence under different
names. “We misst come out
of that mindset,” he said.
We ;an di:;nm these
people one by ont. These
terrorists do not have the
capacity — the state can
do everything.” Bugti as-
serted, “Now is the time to
make a decision. We will no
longer remaln silent spec-
tators.”
The chief minister said
preliminary  Information
ted that the Khue-
dar blast was not a suicide
bombing but an 1ED attack.
“Further facts will come
to light after the investiga-
thon,” he added.
Meanwhile, The Pakistan

vealed that Indin erches-
trated the deadly awack
on aschool bus in Khuzdar
through its proxy terror-
ist networks, saying the
Imcident was a continua-
tion of India’s "state-spon-
sored  terrorism® aimed
at destabilising the coun-
try. In a strongly worded
statement issued by the
Inter-Services Public Re-
lations, It was confirmed
that five people, including
three children, were mars
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Call for empowering rural women to meet EU export
standards

By Our Correspondent = May 22, 2025
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Federal Minister for National Heritage & Culture Aurangzeb Khan Khichi
addressing a seminar on Women in Agriculture Leadership, Innovation and

Impact and Entrepreneurship at local hotel on May 21, 2025. — APP

Federal Minister for National Heritage & Culture Aurangzeb Khan Khichi on
Wednesday attended a seminar titled ‘Sustainable Ecosystem for Women
Entrepreneurs’ that was organised by the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund
(PPAF) at a hotel.

Held as part of the Growth for Rural Advancement & Sustainable Progress
(GRASP) initiative, the event brought together stakeholders from government,
civil society, the private sector and grassroots communities to promote inclusive
economic development through women’s empowerment.

New SS'25
New summer essentials e
are now live

LAMA

In her keynote address, the PPAF’s CEO highlighted the transformative potential
of supporting rural women entrepreneurs. “Our goal is to create an environment
where women are supported through not just access to finance but also
mentorship, digital tools and strong market linkages.” She emphasised that more
than 15,000 jobs have been created through this initiative, showcasing the vast
potential of women in agriculture, enterprise and community development.

Qhe alen etreacad the imnnrtance nf develanine filll wvalne rhaine and enminnine

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1313954-call-for-empowering-rural-women-to-meet-eu-export-standards



By Our Correspondent  May 23, 2025

b Iy ==
Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture Aurangzeb Khan addressing a
seminar on Women in Agriculture Leadership, Innovation and Impact and
Entrepreneurship at local hotel on May 21, 2025, — APP

Islamabad:Role of women in the development of any country is pivotal and no
economy can reach its true potential without fully engaging the talent, leadership,
and resilience of its women-whether in cities, villages, or fields.

This was stated by Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture Aurangzeb
Khan at an event titled 'Building a Sustainable Ecosystem for Women
Entrepreneurs' and "Women in Agriculture: Leadership, Innovation & Impact'
under the Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress (GRASP).

New SS '25

Light breezy embroidered
separates for the festive seas

Aurangzeb highlighted that women in Pakistan are not just caretakers of homes
but also vital contributors to agriculture, education, health care and
entrepreneurship, adding that the increasing participation of women in arts,
culture, and heritage preservation are a sign of a vibrant and evolving society.

The Minister further stressed the need for policies that ensure equal opportunities
for women in every sphere of life. "Empowering women through education, skill
development, and leadership roles is not a choice-it is a necessity," he
emphasised. He stated that nation's strength lies in the inclusion of all its citizens,
adding that when women thrive, families prosper, communities grow stronger,
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*Life is ours to be spent, not to be saved.”

D, H. Lawrence
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Leaders, change-makers
join forces for women
empowerment through SMLs

STAFF REPORTER

KARACHI

wards  strengthening

gender-inclusive  de-
velopment at the provin-
cial level, two seminars
“Building a Sustainable
Ecosystem for Women En-
trepreneurs” and “Wom-
en in Agriculture: Leader-

In a significant step to-

ship, Innovation & Impact”
were convened in Karachi
under the EU-funded The
Growth for Rural Advance-
ment and Sustainable Pro-
gress (GRASP).

The events brought
together federal and
provincial government
leaders, development or-
ganizations, financial in-
stitutions, private sector
actors, and grassroots
representatives to drive
forward a shared agen-
da focused on women’s
economic empowerment,
sustainable innovation,
and inclusive growth.

Opening the dialogue,
Federal Minister for Na-
tional Heritage and Cul-
ture, Mr. Aurangzeb Khan,
emphasized the pivotal
role of women in national
progress. “Women are cen-
tral to Pakistan’s future. No
economy can reach its po-
tential without fully engag-
ing the talent, leadership,

and resilience of its women,
whether in cities, villages,
orfields,” he remarked.
Nadir Gul Brech, CEO
of PPAF, underlined the
importance of grassroots
empowerment. “Econom-
ic empowerment starts
from the ground up. At
PPAF, our core mission
is to build the capacity of
women at the commu-
nity level, ensuring they

are not just included, but
leading sustainable devel-
opment. Their potential
is our greatest untapped
asset.”

Focusing on agricul-
ture as a pillar of econom-
ic and social resilience,
Sardar Muhammad Bux,
Minister of Agriculture,
highlighted the trans-
formative impact of em-
powering rural women.
“Women have always
been the quiet force be-
hind agriculture. Now
it's time we equip them
with the tools, rights,
and recognition to lead,
especially in a changing
climate and evolving
economy.”

Speaking on the
broader  development
agenda, the Minister for
Women and Develop-
ment stated, “We must
move beyond symbol-
ic gestures. Inclusion
means embedding

women into the design,
delivery, and direction
of every policy, from ag-
riculture to innovation
and from finance to gov-
ernance.

Ms. Tanzila Ume Ha-
biba, Specialist Advisor
to Chief Minister Sindh
reinforced the need for
institutional alignment
and policy accountabil-

ity.

https://epaper.pakobserver.net/popup.php?newssrc=issues/2025/2025-05-22/26096/2.jpg
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Home # Pakistan # Leaders, change-makers join hands for women empowerment through SMEs

Leaders, Change-makers Join Hands For
Women Empowerment Through SMEs

Home News~ Auto~ Pakistan~ Middle East~ World~ Sports~ Business Technology Show

In a significant step towards strengthening gender-inclusive development at the
provincial level, two seminars “Building a Sustainable Ecosystem for Women

Entrepreneurs” and “Women in Agriculture: Leadership, Innovation & Impact” were
convened in Karachi under the EU-funded The Growth for Rural Advancement and

Sustainable Progress (GRASP)

ISLAMABAD, (APP - UrduPoint / Pakistan Point News - 21st May, 2025) In a
significant step towards strengthening gender-inclusive development at the
provincial level, two seminars “Building a Sustainable Ecosystem for Women
Entrepreneurs” and “Women in Agriculture: Leadership, Innovation & Impact” were
convened in Karachi under the EU-funded The Growth for Rural Advancement and
Sustainable Progress (GRASP).

The events brought together federal and provincial government leaders,
development organizations, financial institutions, private sector actors, and
grassroots representatives to drive forward a shared agenda focused on women'’s
economic empowerment, sustainable innovation, and inclusive growth.

Nadir Gul Brech, CEO of PPAF, underlined the importance of grassroots
empowerment. “Economic empowerment starts from the ground up. At PPAF, our
core mission is to build the capacity of women at the community level, ensuring
they are not just included, but leading sustainable development. Their potential is
our greatest untapped asset.”

Focusing on agriculture as a pillar of economic and social resilience, Minister of
Agriculture, Sardar Muhammad Bux, highlighted the transformative impact of
empowering rural women. “Women have always been the quiet force behind
agriculture. Now it's time we equip them with the tools, rights, and recognition to
lead, especially in a changing climate and evolving economy.”

Speaking on the broader development agenda, the Minister for Women and
Development stated, “We must move beyond symbolic gestures.

Inclusion means embedding women into the design, delivery, and direction of every
policy, from agriculture to innovation and from finance to governance.

Ms. Tanzila Ume Habiba, Specialist Advisor to Chief Minister Sindh reinforced the
need for institutional alignment and policy accountability. “Women’s empowerment
is no longer an isolated agenda. It is a cross cutting priority. We're working to
ensure gender considerations are embedded across ministries and reflected in
budgetary and programmatic planning.”

The seminars brought together voices from the Human Rights Commission,
Planning & Development Department, Women Chamber of Commerce & Industry,
National Incubation Center, Mobilink Microfinance Bank, Pakistan Single Window,
and other key stakeholders. Participants examined the structural barriers faced by
women and discussed tangible solutions ranging from gender sensitive financial
services and climate smart agriculture to digital inclusion, leadership development,
and the recognition of unpaid care work.

At the conclusion, a consensus was reached to establish a joint working group
comprised of public and private sector partners. The group will be tasked with
developing a provincial action framework to scale successful models, expand
access to finance, and strengthen institutional responses aligned with national
gender equality goals.

These seminars mark an important step toward a more inclusive, innovative, and
resilient Pakistan where women are not only participants, but leaders shaping the
country’s development future.

https;//www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/leaders-change-makers-join-hands-for-women-e-1983126.html
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Leaders, change-makers join hands for women empowerment through SMEs

In asignificant step towards strengthening gender-inclusive development at the provincial level, two seminars “Building

a Sustainable Ecosystem for Women Entrepreneurs” and "Women in Agriculture: Leadership, Innovation & Impact”
were convened in Karachi under the EU-funded The Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress (GRASP).
The events brought together federal and provincial government leaders, development organizations, financial

institutions, private sector actors, and grassroots representatives to drive forward a shared agenda focused on women's
economic empowerment, sustainable innovation, and inclusive growth.

Opening the dialogue, Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture, Mr. Aurangzeb Khan, emphasized the pivotal
role of women in national progress. “Women are central to Pakistan’s future. No economy can reach its potential
without fully engaging the talent, leadership, and resilience of its women, whether in cities, villages, or fields,” he
remarked.

Nadir Gul Brech, CEO of PPAF, underlined the importance of grassroots empowerment. “Economic empowerment
starts from the ground up. At PPAF, our core mission is to build the capacity of women at the community level, ensuring
they are not just included, but leading sustainable development. Their potential is our greatest untapped asset.”
Focusing on agriculture as a pillar of economic and social resilience, Sardar Muhammad Bux, Minister of Agriculture,
highlighted the transformative impact of empowering rural women. “Women have always been the quiet force behind
agriculture. Now it’s time we equip them with the tools, rights, and recognition to lead, especially in a changing climate
and evolving economy.”

Speaking on the broader development agenda, the Minister for Women and Development stated, “We must move
beyond symbolic gestures. Inclusion means embedding women into the design, delivery, and direction of every policy,
from agriculture to innovation and from finance to governance.

Ms. Tanzila Ume Habiba, Specialist Advisor to Chief Minister Sindh reinforced the need for institutional alignment and
policy accountability. “Women’s empowerment is no longer an isolated agenda. It is a cross cutting priority. We're
working to ensure gender considerations are embedded across ministries and reflected in budgetary and programmatic
planning.”

The seminars brought together voices from the Human Rights Commission, Planning & Development Department,
Women Chamber of Commerce & Industry, National Incubation Center, Mobilink Microfinance Bank, Pakistan Single
Window, and other key stakeholders. Participants examined the structural barriers faced by women and discussed
tangible solutions ranging from gender sensitive financial services and climate smart agriculture to digital inclusion,
leadership development, and the recognition of unpaid care work.
At the conclusion, a consensus was reached to establish a joint working group comprised of public and private sector
partners. The group will be tasked with developing a provincial action framework to scale successful models, expand

access to finance, and strengthen institutional responses aligned with national gender equality goals.

These seminars mark an important step toward a more inclusive, innovative, and resilient Pakistan where women are

not only participants, but leaders shaping the country’s development future.

Women in Agriculture

https://pcn58.com.pk/index.php/2025/05/22/leaders-change-makers-join-hands-for-women-empowerment-through-smes/
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Leaders, change-makers join hands for women empowerment through SMEs

In a significant step towards strengthening gender-inclusive development at the provincial level, two seminars “Building a Sustainable Ecosystem for Women Entrepreneurs" and “Women in Agriculture;
Leadership, Innovation & Impact” were convened in Karachi under the EU-funded The Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress (GRASP).

The events brought together federal and provincial government leaders, development organizations, financial institutions, private sector actors, and grassroots representatives to drive forward a shared
agenda focused on women's economic empowerment, sustainable innovation, and inclusive growth,

Opening the dialogue, Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture, Mr. Aurangzeb Khan, emphasized the pivotal role of women in national progress. “Women are central to Pakistan's future. No
economy can reach its potential without fully engaging the talent, leadership, and resilience of its women, whether in cities, villages, or fields," he remarked.

Nadir Gul Brech, CEQ of PPAF, underlined the importance of grassroots empowerment. “Economic empowerment starts from the ground up. At PPAF, our core mission is to build the capacity of women
at the community level, ensuring they are not just included, but leading sustainable development. Their potential is our greatest untapped asset.”

Focusing on agriculture as a pillar of economic and social resilience, Sardar Muhammad Bux, Minister of Agriculture, highlighted the transformative impact of empowering rural women. "Women have
always been the quiet force behind agriculture. Now it's time we equip them with the tools, rights, and recognition to lead, especially in a changing climate and evolving economy.”

Speaking on the broader development agenda, the Minister for Women and Development stated, “We must move beyond symbolic gestures. Inclusion means embedding women into the design,
delivery, and direction of every policy, from agriculture to innovation and from finance to governance,

Ms. Tanzila Ume Habiba, Specialist Advisor to Chief Minister Sindh reinforced the need for institutional alignment and policy accountability. "Women's empowerment is no longer an isolated agenda. It
is & cross cutting priority. We’re working to ensure gender considerations are embedded across ministries and reflected in budgetary and programmatic planning.”

The seminars brought together voices from the Human Rights Commission, Planning & Development Department, Women Chamber of Commerce & Industry, National Incubation Center, Mobilink
Microfinance Bank, Pakistan Single Window, and other key stakeholders. Participants examined the structural barriers faced by women and discussed tangible solutions ranging from gender sensitive
financial services and climate smart agriculture to digital inclusion, leadership development, and the recognition of unpaid care work.

At the conclusion, a co was hed to establish a joint working group comprised of public and private sector partners. The group will be tasked with developing a provincial action framework to
scale successful models, expand access to finance, and strengthen institutional responses aligned with national gender equality goals.

These seminars mark an important step toward a more inclusive, innovative, and resilient Pakistan where women are not only participants, but leaders shaping the country’s development future.

‘Women in Agriculiure

https://onews99.com.pk/index.php/2025/05/22/leaders-change-makers-join-hands-for-women-empowerment-through-smes/
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In a significant step towards strengthening gender-inclusive development at the provincial level, two seminars "Building a
Sustainable Ecosystem for Women Entrepreneurs” and “Women in Agriculture: Leadership, Innovation & Impact” were
convened in Karachi under the EU-funded The Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress (GRASP)

The events brought together federal and provincial government leaders, development organizations, financial institutions,
private sector actors, and grassroots representatives to drive forward a shared agenda focused on women's economic
empowerment, sustainable innovation, and inclusive growth.

Opening the dialogue, Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture, Mr. Aurangzeb Khan, emphasized the pivotal role of
women in national progress. “Women are central to Pakistan's future. No economy can reach its potential without fully
engaging the talent, leadership, and resilience of its women, whether in cities, villages, or fields,” he remarked

Nadir Gul Brech, CEO of PPAF, underlined the importance of grassroots empowerment. "Economic empowerment starts from
the ground up. At PPAF, our core mission is to build the capacity of women at the community level, ensuring they are not just
included, but leading sustainable development. Their potential is our greatest untapped asset”

Focusing on agriculture as a pillar of economic and social resilience, Sardar Muhammad Bux, Minister of Agriculture,
highlighted the transformative impact of empowering rural women. “Women have always been the quiet force behind
agriculture. Now it's time we eguip them with the tools, rights, and recognition to lead, especially in a changing climate and
evolving economy.”

Speaking on the broader development agenda, the Minister for Women and Development stated, “We must move beyond
symbolic gestures. Inclusion means embedding women into the design, delivery, and direction of every policy, from
agriculture to innovation and from finance to governance.

Ms. Tanzila Ume Habiba, Specialist Advisor to Chief Minister Sindh reinforced the need for institutional alignment and policy
accountability. "Women's empowerment Is no longer an isolated agenda. It is a cross cutting priority. We're working to ensure
gender considerations are embedded across ministries and reflected in budgetary and programmatic planning”

The seminars brought together voices from the Human Rights Commission, Planning & Development Department, Women
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, National Incubation Center, Mobilink Microfinance Bank, Pakistan Single Window, and
other key stakeholders. Participants examined the structural barriers faced by women and discussed tangible solutions
ranging from gender sensitive financial services and climate smart agriculture to digital inclusion, leadership development,
and the recognition of unpaid care work

At the conclusion, a consensus was reached to establish a joint working group comprised of public and private sector
partners. The group will be tasked with developing a provincial action framework to scale successful models, expand access
to finance, and strengthen institutional responses aligned with national gender equality goals.

These seminars mark an important step toward a more inclusive, innovative, and resilient Pakistan where women are not
only participants, but leaders shaping the country’s development future

https://spinpk.com/index.php/2025/05/22/leaders-change-makers-join-hands-for-women-empowerment-through-smes/
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The seminars represent a vital step toward a
more inclusive, innovative, and resilient Pakistan

where women are leaders shaping the future
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Karachi: In a significant step toward strengthening gender-inclusive development at the provincial
level, two seminars titled "Building a Sustainable Ecosystem for Women Entrepreneurs” and
“Women in Agricutture: Leadership, Innovation & Impact” were held in Karachi under the EU-funded
GRASP project. These events brought together federal and provincial government leaders,
development organizations, financial institutions, private sector representatives, and grassroots
activists to advance women's economic empowerment, sustainable innovation, and inclusive
growth.

Key Leaders Emphasize Women's Central Role
Key Leaders Emphasize Women's Central Role

Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture, Mr. Aurangzeb Khan, highlighted the vital role of
women in national progress. "Women are central to Pakistan's future. No economy can reach its
potential without fully engaging the talent, leadership, and resilience of its women,” he said.
Similarly, Nadir Gul Brech, CEO of PPAF, stressed the importance of grassroots empowerment,
noting that women must lead sustainable development efforts.

Agriculture and Women's Empowerment

Sardar Muhammad Bux, Minister of Agriculture, focused on rural women's contributions to
agriculture. He called for equipping women with the tools and recognition needed to lead,
especially amid climate challenges and economic shifts. The Minister for Women and Development
also stressed moving beyond symbolic efforts, advocating for women's inclusion in all policy areas.

Institutional Commitment to Gender Equality

Ms. Tanzila Ume Habiba, Specialist Advisor to the Chief Minister Sindh, reinforced the need for
institutional alignment and policy accountability. She emphasized embedding gender
considerations across ministries and in budget planning to ensure sustainable empowerment.

Collaborative Efforts and Future Plans

The seminars gathered key stakeholders including the Human Rights Commission, Women
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, National Incubation Center, and others. Discussions focused on
addressing structural barriers and promoting solutions such as gender-sensitive financial services,
climate-smart agriculture, digital inclusion, and leadership development. A joint working group will
now be formed to create a provincial action plan to scale successful initiatives and enhance access
to finance aligned with national gender equality goals.

https://imrozepakistan.com/national/women-leaders-unite-to-boost-sme-empowerment-under-grasp/
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By Press Release

In a significant step towards strengthening gender-inclusive development at the
provincial level, two seminars “Building a Sustainable Ecosystem for Women
Entrepreneurs” and “Women in Agriculture: Leadership, Innovation & Impact” were
convened in Karachi under the EU-funded The Growth for Rural Advancement and
Sustainable Progress (GRASP).

The events brought together federal and provincial government leaders,
development organizations, financial institutions, private sector actors, and
grassroots representatives to drive forward a shared agenda focused on women'’s
economic empowerment, sustainable innovation, and inclusive growth.

Opening the dialogue, Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture, Mr.
Aurangzeb Khan, emphasized the pivotal role of women in national progress.
“Women are central to Pakistan’s future. No economy can reach its potential
without fully engaging the talent, leadership, and resilience of its women, whether

in cities, villages, or fields,” he remarked.

Nadir Gul Brech, CEO of PPAF, underlined the importance of grassroots
empowerment. “Economic empowerment starts from the ground up. At PPAF, our
core mission is to build the capacity of women at the community level, ensuring
they are not just included, but leading sustainable development. Their potential is

our greatest untapped asset.”

Focusing on agriculture as a pillar of economic and social resilience, Sardar
Muhammad Bux, Minister of Agriculture, highlighted the transformative impact of
empowering rural women. “Women have always been the quiet force behind
agriculture. Now it's time we equip them with the tools, rights, and recognition to
lead, especially in a changing climate and evolving ecenomy.”

Speaking on the broader development agenda, the Minister for Women and
Development stated, “We must move beyond symbolic gestures. Inclusion means
embedding women into the design, delivery, and direction of every policy, from

agriculture to innovation and from finance to governance.

Ms. Tanzila Ume Habiba, Specialist Advisor to Chief Minister Sindh reinforced the
need for institutional alignment and policy accountability. “"Women's empowerment
is no longer an isolated agenda. It is a cross cutting prierity. We're working to
ensure gender considerations are embedded across ministries and reflected in
budgetary and programmatic planning.”

The seminars brought together voices from the Human Rights Commission,
Planning & Development Department, Women Chamber of Commerce & Industry,
National Incubation Center, Mobilink Microfinance Bank, Pakistan Single Window,
and other key stakeholders. Participants examined the structural barriers faced by
women and discussed tangible solutions ranging from gender sensitive financial
services and climate smart agriculture to digital inclusion, leadership development,
and the recognition of unpaid care work.

At the conclusion, a consensus was reached to establish a joint working group
comprised of public and private sector partners. The group will be tasked with
developing a provincial action framewaork to scale successful models, expand
access to finance, and strengthen institutional responses aligned with national

gender equality goals.

These seminars mark an important step toward a more inclusive, innovative, and
resilient Pakistan where women are not only participants, but leaders shaping the
country’s development future.

https://247news.com.pk/?p=15630&amp=1
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